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SUBJ: ZIA PICKS A VICE PRESIDENT 

REF: DACCA 2969 (NOTAL) 

1 . PRESIDENT ZIA HAS CHOSEN ADBUS SATTAR, 71, FORMER SPECIAL 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT, TO BE THE VICE PRESIDENT OF 
BANGLADESH. IN A BRIEF CEREMONY FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 3, 

ZIA HIMSELF ADMINISTERED THE OATH OF OFFICE. 

2. AS SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT, SATTAR HAD THE 
PORTFOLIO OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. HE HAS BEEN A 
RESPECTED JURIST AND ADMINISTRATOR FOR MANY YEARS AND WAS 
APPOINTED TO THE SUPREME COURT OF PAKISTAN IN 1968. (BIO DATA 
FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM.) 

3. COMMENT: SATTAR’S APPOINTMENT, WHICH WAS ANNOUNCED AFTER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE SWEARING IN CEREMONY, APPEARS AS A SYMBOLIC MOVE ON ZIA'S 
PART TO GIVE HIS GOVERNMENT THE APPEARANCE OF INSTITUTIONAL 
STABILITY, PARTICULARLY DURING ZIA'S ABSENCE AT THE LONDON COMMON- 
WEALTH CONFERENCE. THERE HAD BEEN SPECULATION FOR SOME WEEKS 
THAT ZIA WOULD FILL THE POSITION, BUT THE TALK HAD USUALLY 
MENTIONED A POLITICIAN IN THE ROLE (REFTEL). ZIA’S CHOICE OF 
SATTAR IS PROBABLY A GOOD ONE, CONSIDERING SATTAR'S BUREAU- 
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CRATIC EXPERIENCE AND RESPECTABILITY. BY NOT CHOSING A POLITICIAN, 
ZIA HAS FOR THE TIME BEING RESISTED THE TEMPTATION TO GIVE HIS 
GOVERNMEME A MORE POLITICIZED NATURE. 
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